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ì 
Chapter	  9:	  Civilization	  in	  Eastern	  
Europe:	  Byzantium	  and	  Orthodox	  
Europe	  
AP	  World	  History	  I	  

Origins	  of	  the	  Byzantine	  Empire	  

•  Romans	  set	  up	  eastern	  capital	  to	  their	  empire	  in	  
the	  4th	  Century	  CE	  in	  Constan;nople	  
–  Constan;ne	  constructs	  churches,	  and	  other	  elegant	  

buildings	  
–  City	  is	  build	  on	  the	  grounds	  of	  the	  town	  of	  

Byzan;um	  

•  Even	  before	  the	  Western	  por;on	  of	  the	  Roman	  
Empire	  fell	  to	  Germanic	  invaders,	  the	  eastern	  half	  
had	  their	  own	  Emperors.	  

Origins	  of	  the	  Byzantine	  Empire	  

•  Constan;nople	  was	  responsible	  for	  	  
–  The	  Balkan	  Peninsula	  
–  The	  Northern	  Middle	  East	  
–  The	  Mediterranean	  coast	  
–  North	  Africa	  

•  Greek	  becomes	  the	  official	  language	  of	  the	  Eastern	  
Roman	  Empire	  (replacing	  La;n).	  
–  Greek	  gave	  scholars	  access	  to	  the	  philosophical	  

works	  of	  the	  ancient	  Greeks	  
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Byzantine	  Empire	  

Justinian	  

•  Constant	  threat	  of	  invasion	  plagued	  earlier	  
emperors.	  

•  Soon,	  eastern	  emperors	  beat	  off	  aPacks	  by	  the	  
Sassanian	  Empire	  in	  Persia	  and	  by	  the	  Germanic	  
Invaders	  

•  In	  533	  CE,	  Jus;nian,	  urged	  by	  his	  wife	  Theodora	  
made	  a	  push	  to	  reconquer	  Western	  territory.	  

Justinian	  
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The	  Hagia	  Sophia	  

Military	  Exploits	  

•  Emperor	  Jus;nian	  wants	  to	  
recapture	  Rome	  itself!	  

•  Jus;nian	  and	  Belisarius	  were	  
unable	  to	  hold	  onto	  Italy	  or	  
Northern	  Africa	  as	  a	  result	  of	  
increasing	  pressure	  from	  
Germans.	  

•  Westward	  expansion	  had	  
weakened	  the	  empire	  at	  
home.	  
–  New	  Slavic	  groups	  moved	  

into	  the	  Balkans	  
–  Jus;nian	  pushes	  Persian	  

forces	  back,	  but	  loses	  some	  
middle	  eastern	  territory.	  

•  Dies	  in	  565	  CE	  



5/22/14 

4 

•  Successors	  must	  defend	  the	  Eastern	  Empire	  itself	  
–  Reverse	  Persian	  successes	  in	  the	  7th	  Century.	  
–  Popula;on	  forcibly	  reconverted	  to	  Chris;anity.	  

•  The	  Empire	  was	  centered	  in	  the	  Balkans,	  western/central	  
por;ons	  of	  Turkey.	  

•  Byzan;ne	  Empire	  represented	  a	  mix	  of	  Hellenis;c	  tradi;on,	  
Chris;anity,	  as	  well	  as	  Roman	  engineering,	  military	  tac;cs,	  
and	  codified	  law.	  

•  Strong	  enough	  to	  withstand	  the	  threat	  of	  the	  expanding	  Arab	  
Muslim	  Empire.	  

The	  Muslim	  Threat	  
•  While	  the	  Byzan;nes	  were	  able	  to	  withstand	  the	  Muslim	  

threat,	  they	  did	  so	  taking	  on	  massive	  losses.	  
–  Arabs	  built	  a	  naval	  fleet	  that	  challenged	  Byzan;ne	  naval	  

supremacy	  in	  the	  Eastern	  Mediterranean	  
–  Arabs	  launched	  con;nual	  aPacks	  on	  Constan;nople.	  

•  Wars	  with	  the	  Muslims	  added	  economic	  burdens	  to	  the	  
Empire	  
–  Invasions,	  taxa;on	  create	  larger	  aristocra;c	  estates	  because	  of	  

burden	  on	  small	  farmers.	  

Bulgaria	  

•  Example	  of	  a	  SLAVIC	  territory	  that	  pressed	  
Byzan;ne	  territory	  in	  the	  Balkans.	  	  
–  Bulgarian	  king	  takes	  the	  ;tle	  Tsar,	  Slavic	  for	  Caesar	  

in	  the	  10th	  century.	  
–  Byzan;ne	  pressure	  erodes	  the	  regional	  kingdom.	  
–  Basil	  II	  (Byzan;ne	  Emperor)	  used	  Byzan;ne	  wealth	  

to	  bribe	  wealthy	  Bulgarian	  nobles	  and	  generals,	  
defea;ng	  their	  army	  in	  1014.	  
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Byzantine	  Society	  and	  Politics	  

Byzantine	  Military	  

•  Recruit	  troops	  locally	  and	  reward	  them	  with	  grants	  
of	  land.	  

•  Hereditary	  military	  leaders	  gained	  regional	  power,	  
displacing	  tradi;onal	  and	  bePer	  educated	  
aristocrats.	  

•  While	  this	  was	  bad	  for	  the	  empire,	  it	  helped	  to	  
protect	  a	  state	  that	  was	  constantly	  under	  aPack	  
from	  the	  Muslims	  (Persians,	  Arabs,	  and	  Turks),	  as	  
well	  as	  nomadic	  intruders	  from	  Central	  Asia	  

Byzantine	  Society	  and	  Economics	  
•  Constan;nople	  controlled	  the	  countryside	  

–  Bureaucracy	  regulated	  trade	  and	  controlled	  food	  prices.	  
–  Large	  peasant	  class	  was	  vital	  to	  provide	  the	  goods	  and	  supply	  

the	  bulk	  of	  tax	  revenues.	  

•  Empire	  had	  a	  huge	  trading	  network	  with	  Asia	  to	  the	  east	  and	  
Russia	  and	  Scandinavia	  to	  the	  North.	  Empire	  also	  traded	  with	  
India,	  the	  Arabs,	  and	  east	  Asia.	  The	  Empire	  received	  simpler	  
goods	  from	  Western	  Europe	  and	  Africa.	  	  
–  Merchants	  did	  not	  gain	  much	  power	  (like	  China)	  
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Byzantine	  Culture	  
•  Centered	  on	  secular	  tradi;ons	  of	  Hellenism	  

–  Byzan;ne	  strength	  lay	  in	  preserving	  and	  commen;ng	  on	  past	  
literary	  and	  ar;s;c	  forms	  

–  Art	  and	  Architecture	  were	  excep;ons	  to	  that	  rule.	  

•  Religious	  mosaics	  

•  Icon	  Pain;ng-‐pain;ngs	  of	  saints	  and	  other	  religious	  figures.	  
–  Iconoclasm:	  A	  brief	  aPack	  on	  religious	  imagery	  by	  a	  Byzan;ne	  

Emperor	  in	  the	  8th	  century.	  
–  Monks	  threaten	  permanent	  split	  between	  church	  and	  state,	  

and	  eventually	  use	  of	  icons	  was	  restored	  and	  state	  control	  
over	  church	  was	  too.	  	  

Iconic	  Imagery	  

The	  Schism	  

•  Eastern	  Chris;anity	  was	  
headed	  by	  the	  Patriarch	  who	  
was	  the	  spiritual	  leader	  of	  
the	  Byzan;ne	  Empire...who	  
was	  also	  controlled	  by	  the	  
Emperor.	  

•  Western	  Chris;anity	  was	  
headed	  by	  the	  Pope	  who	  
exerted	  great	  control	  over	  
the	  Medieval	  rulers	  of	  
Western	  Europe.	  	  
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The	  Schism	  

The	  Schism-‐1054	  

Decline	  of	  the	  Byzantine	  Empire	  
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Decline	  of	  the	  Byzantine	  Empire	  
•  Signs	  of	  shicing	  power	  include	  the	  increased	  impact	  of	  

Italian	  trading	  ci;es	  with	  the	  ports	  of	  Constan;nople.	  

•  1204	  CE	  Crusade	  to	  take	  back	  Holy	  Land	  actually	  turned	  
against	  Constan;nople!	  
–  Weakened	  the	  Byzan;ne	  Empire	  more!	  
–  Pope	  John	  Paul	  II	  apologized	  for	  this	  in	  2004.	  

•  1453-‐Turkish	  OPoman	  Sultan	  brings	  his	  powerful	  army,	  with	  
ar;llery	  purchased	  from	  the	  west	  to	  Constan;nople.	  The	  city	  
falls	  in	  under	  two	  months.	  	  

•  The	  fall	  of	  the	  Byzan;ne	  Empire	  was	  one	  of	  the	  great	  events	  
in	  World	  History	  

Spread	  of	  Civilization	  to	  Eastern	  Europe	  

•  Orthodox	  missionaries	  were	  sent	  from	  the	  
Byzan;ne	  Empire	  northward	  to	  extend	  the	  scope	  of	  
Chris;anity	  through	  the	  Balkans	  to	  the	  Central	  
Asian	  lands.	  

•  East-‐Central	  Borderlands	  (the	  areas	  north	  of	  the	  
Balkans,	  in	  between	  Western	  Europe	  and	  Asia)	  
were	  Regional	  Kingdoms,	  loosely	  governed,	  under	  a	  
powerful	  land-‐owning	  aristocracy.	  
–  Kingdoms	  of	  Poland,	  Bohemia	  (Czechoslovakia),	  and	  

Lithuania.	  
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•  Slavic	  peoples	  had	  moved	  into	  the	  plains	  of	  Russia	  
and	  Eastern	  Europe	  during	  the	  Roman	  Empire.	  	  

•  Slavs	  already	  used	  iron,	  extended	  agriculture	  into	  
the	  Ukraine,	  had	  poli;cal	  organiza;on	  that	  rested	  
in	  family	  tribe	  and	  villages,	  and	  maintained	  an	  
animist	  religion.	  They	  also	  had	  great	  folk	  music	  and	  
oral	  legends.	  
–  Development	  of	  loose	  regional	  kingdoms.	  

Slavs	  



5/22/14 

10 

•  Scandinavian	  traders	  worked	  through	  Slavic	  lands,	  and	  being	  
militarily	  superior,	  set	  up	  governments	  along	  their	  trade	  routes,	  
par;cularly	  in	  the	  city	  of	  Kiev	  

•  Kiev	  becomes	  an	  ac;ve	  
trading	  center	  with	  the	  
Byzan;ne	  Empire.	  

•  Prince	  Vladimir	  I,	  a	  Rurik	  
descendent	  who	  ruled	  from	  
980-‐1015	  converted	  himself	  
and	  all	  his	  people	  to	  
Chris;anity.	  
–  Massed,	  forced	  

conversions.	  



5/22/14 

11 

Russian	  Culture	  

•  Russian	  and	  Ukrainian	  art	  
focused	  on	  the	  religious	  also	  
–  Icon	  pain;ng	  
–  Byzan;ne	  architecture.	  

•  Strong	  compe;;on	  between	  
religious	  art	  and	  music	  with	  
popular	  entertainments/folk	  
music	  

Russian	  Social/Economic	  life	  

•  Yaroslav	  arranges	  over	  30	  
marriages	  to	  create	  ;es	  with	  
Central	  European	  Royalty,	  
including	  11	  with	  Germany.	  

Kievan	  Decline	  
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Third	  Rome	  


