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Chapter 17 

EQ: How did society, politics and religion 
change after the Dark Ages in Europe and what 

affected/caused those changes? 

Introduction 

The Italian Renaissance 
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The Italian Renaissance (con’t) 

The Renaissance Moves North 

Changes in Family and Technology 
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The Reformation 

The Reformation Leads to WAR 

The Commercial Revolution 
•  Western economic structure underwent fundamental changes in the 16th 

century, spurred by global trade expansion (think Chapter 16!) 
•  Northern European empires took the different approach to economic 

expansion, favoring private state sponsored enterprises rather than full, 
complete control of economic expansion by just the state itself 

•  More ordinary people became involved in economic expansion and 
manufacturing growth…peasants still farmed but some would begin to 
find work in textile manufacturing or mining 

•  Luxury goods came in high demand in Europe and not just for the elite…
as products became more readily available, more ordinary people 
accumulated possessions… “in the past a peasant and his family slept 
on the floor and had only a pan or two as kitchenware” whereas later on 
in this era “a farmer might have a ‘fair garnish of pewter in his cupboard. 
There or four feather beds, so many coverlets and carpets…’” etc. (Pg 
387)…the average Western European peasant/artisans owned 5x more 
than his southern/eastern European counterpart. 
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Social Protest 

SCIENCE!!! 

Political Changes 
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Political Changes 

The West by 1750 

The Enlightenment 


