Comparison/ Contrast (C/C) – How to

Paragraph 1

A thesis statement.  

· Time period (If you are given exact dates, use them)

· Places (the particular regions from the prompt)

· Addresses all aspects of the prompt (this will include any qualifiers, for example political, cultural, religious and must give one broad similarity and one difference between the chosen regions/societies)

Body Paragraphs: The way you organize this will vary depending on the prompt and how you choose to answer it.  However, there are two basic ways to do this.

Option one: address the qualifiers in the prompt – for example, if the prompt says “political and cultural” then write a paragraph about political either similarities or differences and a paragraph about cultural similarities or differences.
Option two: a paragraph of similarities and a paragraph of differences.  This will work; it isn’t really the most sophisticated, but it will guarantee that you compare/contrast.
DO NOT write an individual paragraph about each region – doing so will guarantee that you won’t get credit for comparing and contrasting!

Whatever option you use, remember these basics:

· Topic sentence – this should address the qualifier from the prompt along with the two regions you are addressing.
· Evidence – as much relevant evidence relating to specific similarities or differences.  Remember, the essay as a whole should attempt to have 5 solid pieces of evidence.  These should be factual and specific.  There must be evidence of both similarities and differences.
· Write direct, relevant comparisons or contrasts often.  Each one needs to be a single sentence incorporating both regions.

· Analyze – give a reason for the similarity or difference you’ve talked about.  Be sure to answer the “why” these two regions are the same or different.
· Feel free to relate to larger global context – this can earn you extra core points.

Conclusion

· Write the thesis in a different way

· Connect to some other aspect in history – either in the same time period, but a different place or to some later time in history.  
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